[The role of primary care physicians in the detection and control of epidemics: the Geneva experience].
Private practice physicians play a central role in the detection and control of outbreaks. In Geneva, a local alert and response network completes the federal surveillance system, based on the mandatory reporting of infectious diseases. The common objective of these two mechanisms is to help health authorities in detecting, assessing, and controlling infectious diseases treats. Private practice physicians are one of the most effective and timely sources of information. As network members, they receive brief reports and information and are involved in the implementation of control and prevention measures. Their key-role was confirmed during a measles epidemic which occurred in Geneva in the spring of 2003.